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Bissell Centre 

10527-96 Street 423-2285 

Sunday 12:00 -1:30 p.m., sandwiches and 
snacks after church service 

Monday to Thursday - 

10:30 a.m. — sandwiches 

Tuesday and Friday - noon — hot lunch for 
women 

Friday 9:45 a.m. — sandwiches 


Christ Church 12116-102 Avenue 488-1118 
5:30 meal every 3rd Saturday of the month 


Herb Jamieson Centre 10014-105A Avenue 
429-3470 

Only for men who are not on assistance. If on 
assistance, they must get permission form 
their worker 

apopeay to ee 7:00 to 7:45 breakfast 
12:00 to 12:45 p.m. lunch 
5:00 to 5:45 p.m. supper 
11:00 to 11:45 a.m. brunch 
4:00 to 4:45 p.m. supper 


Weekends 


Edmonton Inner City Victory Church 
10665-98 Street 
Friday 7:00 to 8:00 meal 


ened 4:00 p.m. meal 
bays 


ic n Soup Kitchen - west 


Lig! thouse Ministries 3010-119 Avenue 
423-1277 or 474-8086 
Wednesday and Sunday 
1:00 and 7:00 p.m. meal 


Marian Centre 

10528-98 Street 424-3544 

Daily except Wednesday 

12:00 to 12:45 p.m. meal 

Closed from the 27th of each month to re- 
open the 1st of next month 


Mustard Seed 

10636-96 Street 

426-5600 
Monday to Friday 7:00 to 8:00 supper 
Zero tolerance of alcohol 


Operation Friendship 
9526-106 Avenue 429-2626 
Monday to Friday - 9:00 a.m. breakfast 
Monday to Sunday - 12:00 noon lunch 
5:00 p.m. supper 
for seniors 55 and over only 


Red Road Healing Society 

4225-118 Avenue 471-3220 

Tuesday and Thursday — 5:00 p.m. meal 
Friday — 12:00 to 1:00 soup and bannock 


River of Life Church 


-11368-95 Street 479-6762 


Thursday and Friday — 
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. lunch 


Robertson Wesley United Church 
10209 - 123 Street 482-1587 
Second Saturday of each month — 
5:00 p.m. meal 


9619-101 Avenue upstairs 
Wednesday — 6:00 p.m. meal 


Salvation Army 

9620-101A Avenue 242-9222 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday — 1:00 to 1:30 
p.m. — back door bread program 

Friday - 7:30 a.m. breakfast 


St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

9606-110 Avenue 426-1122 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday — 7:00 to 
9:00 a.m. breakfast 


St. Faith’s Anglican 

11725-93 Street — parish hall 

477-5931 

Thursday - 12;30 p.m. soup 

Saturday - 8:30 to 10:00 a.m. breakfast 
3rd Friday of the month - 5:30 supper 


Victory Café and Soup Bar 
13411- Fort Road 
Monday — 5:30 to 6:45 meal 


Women’s Emergency Accommodation 
Centre 

9611-101A Avenue 423-5302 

Meals for women staying at the shelter. If not, 
a bag lunch is given. 
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Randy Fryingpan and his mother 








































Editorial: 


Thoughts on Homelessness 


In this issue 
we look at what 
homelessness is 
and the impact it 
has on homeless 
my. people. As I read 

| the report by 
> Raising the Roof, 
(this issue) I could 
@ relate every aspect 
to someone I 
knew. The report 
spoke about 
homeless people 
living in places not designed for living 
spaces. Last winter we had a group of south- 
side Edmonton Street News vendors who 
were living in cars parked on the edge of a 
car lot. The cars provided protection enough 
that they didn’t have to use the shelters 
unless the weather was extremely cold. The 
cars were “homes” in a sense in that the ven- 
dors living in them had some permanence in 
where they lived, and a place to keep their 
belongings. The owner of the car lot had the 
cars towed away in the spring, after giving 
his “tenants” a months notice. Since then, 
life has been much more difficult for the 
group, and they have been spending more 
time in the downtown core and crashing 
overnight at shelters or with a friend. They 
have also been exposed to more violence — 
one told me he was beaten by a security 
guard for trespassing in a store, and to 
more illness — another is recovering from 
pneumonia, as well as loss of possessions 
through theft. 

The report mentioned violence on the 
street and the premature death of homeless 
people. Living outside 24 hours a day leaves 
the person exposed and vulnerable. I was at 
the hearing into the beating death of Peter 
Van Eck (last April in Railtown where he and 
his commmon-law wife had spent the day 
drinking). The couple had been homeless for 
eight years, and that was not the first time 
Peter suffered violence on the street. Just 
three months before his death, he testified at 
a hearing into another beating at the hands 
of two Edmonton City police constables. His 
wife, Marlene Blair, is living on the streets by 
herself now, and is often afraid. 

Last month a memorial was held into the 
deaths of people who died directly or indi- 
rectly due to their homeless state. The 
youngest was a 25-year-old. I met him when 
he crashed overnight at Glen’s for a few 
days. He was a strong looking well-built 
young man. I heard that he suffered a cut on 
his hand from a knife fight with another 
homeless person, a cut that became infected 
and contributed to his death. This month 





Notes From a Prairie Silence 


Creative non-fiction by local author, 
Natasha Laurence, is available in limited 
quantities, at 


The Red Strap Art Market, 10305 - 97 St., 


¢Edmonton Street News at 428-0805 
edmontonstreetnews@shaw.ca, or 


¢Directly from the author at: 
natashalaurence@yahoo.ca 


"Time turns everything into a story. A 
touch, a laugh, a conversation, a fist meet- 
ing a face, a truth spoken, a lie returned - 
every second lived is full of the raw material 
for time and its stories. Time can heal 
through stories, told and re-told, the sharp 
edges softening under its constant faithful 
flow, their ability to cut deeply dulled by the 
bumbling kindness of new thoughts, new 
actions and new stories. 


“ We count on this gift of time. We wait, 
with varying degrees of patience for its power 








another long-time homeless resident of our 
community passed away. She was known as 
Rose, the bottle picker. Rose always had a 
smile and a cheerful word as she pushed her 
cart of bottles. Although until a few months 
before her death, she appeared strong and 
healthy, she succumbed to cirrhosis of the 
liver. The last time we saw her, she was so 
bloated from fluid build-up in the abdominal 
cavity that she could barely breathe, and 
ESN vendor Don Murdoch had to 

call an ambulance to send her to the hospi- 
tal. 

Poor health status is another result of 
homelessness. In the last two months, six 
homeless Edmonton Street News vendors 
have had pneumonia. One said he had it 
four times this winter, and ended up staying 
on the medical ward of the Herb Jamieson 
shelter for two weeks. There is also the 
problem of poor dental care — at the House of 
Refuge Mission where I work as one of the 
volunteers, many of the people who come for 
meals have difficulty chewing their food due 
to bad or missing teeth. If they don’t want 
the bread crusts it’s not because they are 
finicky eaters — it’s too hard to gnaw through 
those crusts. Others can’t read and don’t 
have corrective glasses. At times I have lent 
someone my reading glasses so they can see 
the pages of the hymnbook. 

Foot problems are common from wearing 
wet shoes, no socks or socks stiff with dirt, 
and from walking around all day. Because of 
this, Hope Mission shelter gives out clean 
socks for people who spend the night there. 

There are solutions, but even with the 
best will these solutions take time. More 
affordable housing, transition and treatment 
programs, preventative programs and meas- 
ures to keep children from ending up on the 
street, job training, employment, specialized 
services — the list goes on. In the meantime, 
we can help people one at a time, as street 
pastor Pedro does, to find shelter and go on 
to independent living, and we can help those 
who are homeless to survive until change 
happens, through distribution of food, sleep- 
ing bags, sheets of plastic, warm winter 
clothing, shoes, jeans, sweat-pants, socks 
and other basic necessities. We can also 
reach out in friendship to the homeless 
members of our communities. 

If you have articles to donate, please call 
Linda at 428-0805. Articles collected by 
Edmonton Street News are distributed free of 
charge through the House of Refuge Mission 
soup kitchen. 


By Linda Dumont 


to comfort by dulling, smoothing, simplify- 
ing. By the easy animal choice to breathe 
and to breathe again, we trust our lives to 
its hands. We hope the happy ending is 
being written in time, the final story that will 
make sense of our whole collection of sto- 
ries. We hope. We breathe. We wait. We 
live our stories...” Natasha Laurence 



















The book contains actual testimony form 
the hearing investigating the tasering of 
Randy Fryingpan: “If you get tasered by this 
thing it feels more like getting hit with some 
baseball bats from all directions, or like hav- 
ing a horse inside you trying to kick its way 
out. It’s really jolting. It just feels like your 
muscles are contracting like really — like it 
feels like heavy thumping but inside your ~ 
body>” constable Mike Washylyshen, testify- 
ing at the trial of Randy Fryingpan 


I seen Randy down on the ground and I 
said, “You guys supposed to be that or 
what?” 14-year-old witness at the trial of 
Randy Fryingpan. 
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Cookie Commemorated and her son remembered by Faith Group 
and Community of Friends and Neighbors 


On Wednesday, January 11, 
2006, the Knox Metropolitan 
United Church paid tribute to 
“Cookie” Cook, as friends and 
neighbors gathered around. 
Cookie, one of Strathscona’s com- 
munity treasures, was honored as 
a ‘valued community member’ 
whose ‘loving spirit and good will 
towards her neighbors’ has helped 
create a more positive and _pro- 
ductive community. Cookie has 
long held the belief that all people 
in need of food, warmth and other 
basic provisions deserve help 
regardless of how they have come 
to be in need. In the past few 
years, Cookie has assisted well 
over a hundred individuals who 
have become homeless. She’s 
walked dozens of people off the 
streets and back into homes and 
jobs, back into the community of 
the housed. For others still living 
on the streets, she provides dry 
socks, razors, or a bowl of ham- 
burger soup. Her unfailing kind- 
ness and generosity exemplify 
the basic values of good citizen- 
ship and human compassion. 

“ll help anyone,” Cookie 
explained to me one day. “But if 
someone isn’t interested in con- 
tributing back to the people who 
help them — people who just take 
and not give back - then I’m not as 
interested in helping them. It just 
works that way.” 

When I broached the topic of 
the expenses involved, she reas 
me square on and simply said, 
could use shampoo. People aoe 
come here for shampoo.” She 
quickly added, “And socks. T- 
shirts too - dark ones so they don’t 
look too dirty. And hoodies and 
jeans. The women come here for 
hygiene products — I could use a 
case of those.” She stops herself 
and laughs. It doesn’t seem so 
much until you add it all up. 

Cookie gives so much of her 
time and money to others that when her son 
Clayton died, she had no money left to buy 
him a grave marker. That someone like 
Cookie who gives so much should go without 
a marker for her son’s grave, made no sense 


Pees 


“Take responsi for our government 


Who i is really responsible ioe the unethi- 
cal behaviour of ieee leaders? if any 
doi 










































Clayton with Papa 





ulins) 


Cookie with her sisters and their family when they came here from 
Manitoba Cookie is holding the jersey 

she bought Clayton to wear for his burial. The nurses in the hospital told 

Cookie, keep that jersey for yourself to remember Clayton by and, 


bought another just like it. 


(March 2, 1973 to Dec 14, 2004) 


to Paul, a friend of hers who is homeless. 
“Get Cookie a marker for Clayton,” he told 
me one day. I mentioned Paul’s idea to the 
area’s Adult Outreach Worker, Terry 
Kettleson. Typical to Kettleson’s style, she 
got right on the idea and presented it at a 
meeting with the area’s faith group. (The 
faith group conceptualized and initiated the 
Outreach Worker’s position for the area). Not 
only was it decided to present Cookie with a 
marker for her son, but also that it would be 
done as a commemoration to Cookie and her 
family. The Knox Metropolitan Church, along 
with Summit Memorial and Holy Cross 
Cemetery pooled their resources; Clayton’s 
memory will be preserved in a grave marker, 
to be installed in the spring. The faith group 
had also decided to host a series of monthly 
coffeehouse/supper-meetings for people who 
are homeless. At the first coffeehouse night, 
in the Knox Metropolitan United Church, 
friends and neighbors commemorated and 
celebrated the beautiful spirit of Cookie, and 
the memory of her son’s. 

Knox Metropolitan church member, Pat 
Barnes presented the gift to Cookie, as well 
as a plaque that reads, “In Acknowledgement 
of ‘Cookie’ Cook, a valued community mem- 
ber who generously extends her love, sup- 
port and shelter to help members of her 
community.” . 

About twenty people flocked to the 
church to participate in the celebration. 
Some walked, all the way from downtown. 


(Don). Clayton holds his fingers on his chest as if to say 
"it's from the heart." Cookie says this means “a good spirit”. 


Others came by way of the Boyle Street 
van. The church members provided a 
delicious meal. Three types of soup 
were offered as well as buns, vegeta- 
bles and dip, fruit, cookies and 
squares. Cookie said grace in her 
Native language, Swampy Cree. 
Kettleson interpreted the prayer into 
English for me: Cookie gave thanks 
and respect to the Creator and the 
community of people who came togeth- 
er. She said the Muchamantu took 
Clayton too soon — he had a beautiful 
spirit. 

Earth’s General Store gave Cookie 
a bag of environmentally friendly 
shampoo. Artisan Bakery delivered 
cookies to the church, still warm from 
the oven! Cookie enjoyed the cookie 
she ate, but first joked that she’s “not 
a cannibal”. Kettleson gave each guest 
a bag of essentials, provided by Boyle 
Street Community Co-op. There was a 
microphone for an “open mike”, and 
some impromptu Karaoke, social and 
political justice, and stories about 
community. Dexter told of how his 
grandmother would make patchwork 
quilts out of the torn pockets and old 
socks of his brothers and sisters — 
reminding him of how people who are 
homeless come together to make a 
family. Dexter sang, but he didn’t have 
his guitar. Lorraine sang a few jazzy 
tunes as well while Phyllis belted it out 
from the back of the room. Draping the 
tables in paper and providing crayons 
was a stroke of genius. Al, who is 
famous for drawing stars, barely 
looked up all evening from his artwork. 
I colored a huge rainbow that danced 
right through the stars. It was a won- 
derful night shared by friends. There 
were tears of joy and sorrow, good 
food, good times, old memories and 
new. 

For the next meeting, a few donat- 
ed guitars and other instruments 
would be welcomed (call 433-2229). 
The instruments could be a traveling 
band between the churches, a rather 
fun thing to have on hand anyway. 
Already, there are plans underway to choose 
the next recipient of the commemorative 
plaque. There won’t be an elaborate gift given 
like there was at Cookie’s tribute however, 
but then, there is only one Cookie. 






















Through every child, God lends 
Hits love. 
We extend that love through the 
Spirit of Community. 











In Appreciation to 













Summit Memorial 
Holy Cross Cemetery 
Knox Metropolitan United Church 
Terry Kettleson, A.O.W. 
Boyle Street Community Co-Op 
Artisan Bakery 
Earth’s General Store 
the Strathcona Faith Group 
and Friends and Neighbors 






























for preserving the memory of 
Clayton Cook 
a transcending spirit 
in our minds and our hearts. 
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Letter to Mike Cardinal 


The author of this letter to Alberta Minister of 
Human Resources and Employment Mike 
Cardinal likes to share his views with the 
honourable ladies and gentlemen of the 
Alberta Cabinet. This is one of his correspon- 
dences. Watch for further samples in future 
issues of ESN 


D ear Mike, 


What a crummy to have to begin the 
year. Egg all over your face having to ‘fess up 
about 25 years of trying to save a few bucks 
by bending the rules a bit with payments to 
welfare bums. I can just imagine the irrita- 
tion it must cause-- these losers always seem 
to win. They get to sit around with a cheque 
from the government to pay for their pizza 
and smokes while the rest of us are out 
working our butts off to pay the bills. Then if 
there's a little mistake in how you apply the 
rules on over and underpayments to them 
some smart ass lawyer comes along and 
catches you. There you are-- trying to runa 
tight ship, watch the pennies like a good 
steward of the public's money, and now 
you're going to end up having to send mil- 
lions of dollars back to all those deadbeats. 

I'm pleased to hear you are not apologiz- 
ing at least. Pay the money if you have to, 
but it would be too humiliating to have to 
say "I'm sorry we cheated the poorest folks in 
the province, handicapped people and wid- 
ows and single moms fleeing violence, year 
after year, even after we admitted in our own 
files that we were not entitled to do what we 
were doing." Yes sir, that would be way too 
humiliating a thing to do. 

Well, I guess you and your predecessors 
did what you could. You managed to pull 
your little scam off for 25 years despite all 


the hot shot auditors and opposition politi- 
cians nosing around everything, so that's a 
good effort. And if you can get away dealing 
with it in the way you are so far maybe most 
of those with some money coming will never 
even hear about the whole thing. It's a stroke 
of genius the way you manage to make your 
settlement almost invisible at the depart- 
ment's website, with no clear information, 
not even a press release, just a little vague 
box about a settlement up in a corner. And 
the timing shows the style you and your pals 
have perfected-- reach a settlement at the 
end of December while everyone's out 
Christmas shopping, have it become public 
in the wild final days of a vicious federal elec- 
tion campaign-- if it lasts in the media for 
two weeks I'll be surprised. 

When I think about the way we pamper 
the welfare bums in Alberta it makes my 
blood boil. But you know what else gets me 
upset Mike? I don't think these people could 
do so well for themselves if there weren't a 
bunch of doctors and lawyers lending a 
hand. Sure, I know you can't beat the free 
enterprise system and a person's entitled to 
make a buck if they're smart enough to. But 
I just wonder if all those people on income 
support wouldn't be having to face the tough 
reality of the world a little more clearly if it 
wasn't so easy to find a doctor ready to sign 
some forms to say they are disabled or a 
lawyer to file a class action lawsuit over some 
obscure technicality in the regulations. Now 
what benefit might they be getting from those 
actions I wonder??? 

Mike, there is just a bit of worry this 
whole affair causes me however. I hope you 
won't be offended if I speak plainly. I hope 
you and Ralph and the rest of the team 
aren't getting a bit soft on the edges. It seems 
to me you could have just changed the regu- 


lations or brought in some legislation to 
make this whole action against you impossi- 
ble. But instead you agreed to pay back the 
money. Now if you are gambling that won't 
add up to much money if almost none of 
those owed even know about the settlement, 
maybe you did take the right course and 
avoid the left wing nuts going on about you 
"bullying" the poor. But you've got to be 
tough with these deadbeats or they'll walk all 
over you. They'll suck money out of the pub- 
lic coffers as fast as they can if they get half 
a chance. It was only a few years ago, 
remember, they made so much noise some of 
your own MLAs went off the deep end and 
recommended increasing the welfare rates 
you cut in '93. Fortunately you managed to 
avoid acting on that recommendation. But it 
takes continual vigilance to avoid the poor 
raiding the treasury. So I just hope this set- 
tlement isn't a sign of any softening up. 

It still beats me why we're spending any- 
thing on welfare in a province where you can 
get a job as long as your heart is beating. 
And half of those on welfare have a bunch of 
kids around who could be out earning a little 
something to help the family too, instead of 
sitting around playing video games. 

I hope the rest of the year goes better for 
you Mike. Just don't let us hard-working real 
Albertans down by coming out with a bunch 
of changes to Employment Standards next 
that cave in to all the labour union yelping 
and give workers a bunch more chances to 
push their employers around. Then I'll start 
to get real nervous. 

With best wishes for a year of good fish- 
ing and short Legislature sittings, 


Ted White 





Pedro’s 
News 
and 


Views 


Pedro Shultz 


Pedro has been a‘street pastor working in the 
inner city for fifteen years. 


As I write this column I am sitting in a 
beautiful home and have just finished a deli- 
cious meal at my sister and brother-in-laws. 











My brother and his wife are also here. I’m 
very thankful to God for such a loving stable 
family. We just read the letter mom sent 
from Brazil for my birthday. 

I’ve had some interesting experiences this 
past month. A couple of weeks ago I allowed 
two friends and an acquaintance to stay 
overnight at my place. While they were still 
sleeping at about 7 a.m. I took a shower. 
When I came out, I felt hurt that everyone 
was gone without saying good-bye. I felt 
more hurt when I found the $510 cash I had 
been entrusted with as treasurer for the next 
printing of the Edmonton Street News was 
gone. I seldom keep any cash around, but 
needed it in this situation as the printer 
needed to be paid the next day. And in retro- 


Sign up today! Sell Edmonton Street News. 
For papers call Linda or Angelique at 428-0805 or talk to 
Glen Dumont on the street. Papers can be picked up at 
9312-109 Avenue. Cail first. 





spect, it could have been left in the bank. 
Being responsible, I had to replace the 
money. 

It is a big temptation if you have an 
addiction, and money is easily accessible. I 
still love all three guests, just won’t trust 
them as much, although I did let one of them 
stay over the next night. 

A much more positive event happened 
recently when I let two couples sleep on the 
floor of my suite. One couple came along to 
a talk Linda Dumont and | gave to the Ignite 
Social Justice Club on the U. of A. campus. 
The students listened very empathetically to 
our concerns. When they learned that Kandy 
and James, the homeless couple who came 
with us, needed $100 to get their own suite 
the next day, the students took up a collec- 
tion and contributed $139.50. 

That morning, I had prayed with Kandy 
and James. They could hardly believe how 
wonderfully God answered their prayers. 
Please continue to pray for them that they 
keep having victory over their addictions. 
James was all excited that he got a good job 
the next day, too. Kandy wants to go back to 
school. 

I’ve got a new challenge myself now. I 
found a notice of eviction for Feb. 1 under my 
door. Please pray that I don’t end up home- 
less for too long, that I can find a place that 
will be suitable for my needs and the need of 
those God wants to meet through me. 

My condolences and prayers go out to 
those affected by the tragic death of Tony 
Thom. I pray that I meet him in heaven 
someday. . 

On my birthday, God repaid me the cash > 
that was stolen from me. I got $550 in cash 
for gifts. God takes care of his kids more 
than we often believe. 


I you would like to book speakers to ~ 
come to talk your group, classroom or 
church, call Linda at 428-0805 or Pedro at 
990-0475. a 


: 
| 
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After an election what really changes? 
Life can go from good times to hard, location 
can dictate this, so can hunger and many 
other factors. Although my family for the 
most part has not been homeless, the inner 
city has affected us in ways that I could I 
keep writing about and end up with a book. 

What a big event for Canada, we all have 
a voice, and choices - did we use them on 
election day? What a privilege to be a 
Canadian. I wonder since the P C's won the 
election will Stephen Harper really tear up the 
historic agreement, known as the "Kelowna 
Agreement", reached at the First Ministers' 
Meeting last November on Aboriginal Issues 
between the government of Canada and the 
national leaders of the First Nations, Inuit 
and Metis Nation. Clement Chartier, 
President of the Metis National Council is 
quoted (Jan 10,2006) to respond to Harper’s 
comment: "All provinces and territories have 
signed onto the deal, If the Kelowna _ 
Agreement is torn up Metis people can expect 
to lose out on millions of dollars, for child — 
care spots, S ousIng a r : 


ocial 


existing homes, bursaries for Metis students 
and health supports. 

The Assembly of First Nations is the 
National organization representing First 
Nations citizens of Canada. National Chief 
Phil Fontane is quoted, "This is a serious 
concern for First Nations and all Canadians 
because there is no indication of a strategic 
approach to the First Nations agenda." He 
goes on to say "We are prepared to work 
together with the next government, including 
the provinces and territories, to review this 
plan and continue developing a shared vision 
that is backed by solid commitments that 
meet or exceed the $5.1 billion dollar targets 
over the next five years." 

Thinking back to simpler times, to the 


lives of my Chome and Cookum Edward & 
Alice Shaw. I recall my dad asking them once 
what it was like to live in the depression? 
They said, "What is a depression?" When life 
is kept simple, and the economy does not 
dictate a person’s day, times are good and 
the work hard. 

My family lived on moose meat, bannock 
and fish. My Cookum Alice Shaw cleaned 
other people’s houses and did other peoples 
laundry by hand at the lake over an open 
fire with water hauled from lakeshore. 
Chome fished for a living on Lesser Slave 
Lake, and my mom, Doreen, helped her dad, 
Edward Shaw, get the local Canyon Creek 
School ready for students each and every 
morning, hauling water and making the fire 
before her morning classes started. I later 
started Grade 1 in that same school, and 
had the same teacher, Mrs. Weibe. The place 
was small. The economy did not seem to 
change their lives, but my Chome’s passing 

in 1976 did. 

More families started to move to the city, 
and some ended up on the drag. Cookum, 
who had her first taste of alcohol at the age 
of 50, came to be known as Mom, and had 
her own table at the York Hotel for years 
(she's passed on now). My uncle Eddy was 
known in his day " to own the drag" with his 
many dealings. I have had cousins pass on 
at young ages due to drug use, five years ago 





Signing with an X 


my aunt Mary Weibe was stomped to death 
outside the York Hotel - a “Good Samaritan” 
the papers called her. Present day, my uncle 
Popeye is a vender with ESN. He's told me, "I 
am packing my lunch and going to work sell- 
ing papers." 

Prior to migrating to Edmonton, and 
before living in Canyon Creek, the family was 
from the Sawridge Band in Lesser Slave 
Lake. Years later Chome would point and say 
we used to have a house over there. It was 


_ on the reserve in Lesser Slave Lake in the 


Sawridge Band. Back then for the family to 
move just 13 miles away my Cookum and 
Chome had to sign away their treaty rights. 
Without fully understanding and probably 
not having their rights told them, they signed 
it all away, not really knowing the value of 
that signed “x” for the future. 

It sounds like something we do when we 
sign a piece of paper with an X on election 
day. Do we ever fully understand what we 
are signing? Do we get what we ask for? 
When the changes come are the changes bet- 
ter? Will we get help for the homeless? Will 
the health care improve for all? Only time 
will tell. Big changes in the world may not be 
felt by the people trying to help themselves 
by selling a small street newspaper like this, 
so as I share my words, will you spare them 
some change? 

By Sherol Penner 
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Sherol ( far right in black tights) with her cousins in front of Cookum and Chomes house in 1967 


Don Murdoch - Edmonton Street News vendor 





Don Murdoch has been selling Edmonton 
Street News at the Coliseum Safeway and at 
the Parkdale Liquor Store for about eight 
months.. He has been homeless since he 
moved to Edmonton from Winnipeg two years 
ago. Don checks into the Herb Jamieson 
shelter nights when he’s not crashing with 
friends and he volunteers as a cook for the 
Herb. “I’ve just come from cooking lasagna at 
the Hope Mission for their supper,” he said. 

Last month Don was on the medical ward 
at the Herb for more than two weeks when 
he was sick with pneumonia. “I’m still on 
antibiotics,” he said. “I’ve had pneumonia 
four times this year. Drinking and not eating, 
your immune system goes right down. It’s 
been a month now with no drinking.” 

Out selling papers, Don ran into another 
vendor, Aaron Bishop, who has had a bout 
with pneumonia this winter, too. Like Don, 
Aaron is homeless since his wife, Doreen, 
died four months ago. 

Don said he couldn’t get onto welfare 


unless he got into a program and stayed 
sober. Until he starts a program, he gets cov- 
ered only for his medical and dental expens- 
es, but he is entering the Breakout Program, 
a 90-day live-in addictions program at the 
Herb Jamieson Centre, at the end of the 
month. After the 90 days are completed, he 
can move into the transitional housing on 
the second floor of the Hope Mission for four 
months, and have his own room with meals 
provided through the Herb Jamieson. After 
four months, residents can move into inde- 
pendent one-bedroom apartments on the 
third floor of Hope Mission for up to two 
years. 

Don said he wants to thank the staff of 
the Parkdale Liquor Store and of the 
Coliseum Safeway as well as all of the cus- 
tomers who supported him through buying 
papers. 
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Toque Sales Raise Money for Homeless 





Saturday, Jan. 7 the Edmonton Housing Trust Fund kicked off 
their annual Raising the Roof toque campaign at Kingsway Garden 
Mall. Some Edmonton city councillors and Alberta. MLAs came out to 
sell toques. Toques are available in black, gray or red, and sell for 
$10. Eighty percent of the money raised from toque sales goes 
towards supporting grassroots community homelessness agencies in 
Edmonton, and is administered by the Edmonton Housing Trust 
Fund. This is the third year they have participated in the toque cam- 
paign. 

Toques will be on sale at The Home Depot until February 28 and 
will be sold downtown on Toque Tuesday the first Saturday in 
February. 


Some facts on homelessness 
From Raising the Roof 


What is homelessness? 

Homelessness should be easy enough to define. It is the absence 
of a place to live (a house, an apartment or room = the physical 
structure), which includes the absence of belonging to a place and 
the people living there (a home, in the social and physiological 
sense). A person who has no regular place to live stays in an 
overnight shelter, an abandoned building or an all-night coffee shop 
or theatre, a car, outdoors, or other such places not meant to be liv- 
ing spaces. 

The long term or “chronically” homeless person, the individual we 
tend to see on our streets, represents less than 20% of the homeless 
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population. 

The remaining 80% of the homeless population are families and 
individuals who find themselves without a place to live for a period of 
time. 

The hidden homeless are those living in cars and motels, bunking 
with friends and families or getting by in other temporary accommo- 
dations. 

800,000 Canadian families, 20% of all renters, spend more than 
50% of their income on housing and therefore are at risk of losing 
their housing. ° 

The longer someone is homeless, the greater the risk of long-term 
physical or emotional harm and the greater the cost to society. 


Impacts of not having a place to call home 

Having no fixed address means being excluded from all that is 
associated with having a home, a surrounding neighbourhood and a 
set of established community networks. It means being exiled from 
the mainstream patterns of day-to-day life. There are emotional and 
physical affects that can permanently change the way people are 
viewed and view society. 

On becoming homeless people enter a nightmare world complete- 
ly apart from the normal day-to-day pattern of living. They face an 
increased risk of contracting infectious disease because they often 
find themselves in overcrowded, cold, damp and unsanitary condi- 
tions. All unhoused people are subject to stress because of the fac- 
tors that made them homeless and because of the experience of 
being homeless. Poor diet, stress, cold and dampness along with 
inadequate sanitation and food storage or preparation facilities all 
increase the risk of health problems. There is also an increased risk 
of violence and an increased risk of accidents. Particular areas of 
concern are the prevalence of tuberculosis as well as high levels of 
mental health problems, HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis. 

People without housing who avoid emergency shelters and tend 
to sleep in the rough have a health status that is far worse than that 
of the general population. Research on the average life span of people 
who sleep on the streets of major Western cities has indicated that 
many men only live until their mid to late forties. The prevalence of 
infection, physical disease and mental health problems are very high. 

Some of the challenges faced by homeless people are the constant 
search for temporary shelter, inadequate food and nutrition, shortage 
of appropriate clothing, sexual victimization, harassment or physical 
assault, inadequate medical services, negative or low self esteem, 
social isolation, development of mental health and/or substance 
abuse problems, and poor prospects for employment and appropriate 
permanent housing. 

No one chooses this lifestyle. 


Attention Community Members: 


Boyle Street 
Community Services 


, Winter Homeless 
Emergency 
Response 


will help absolutely 
homeless families and 
individuals in 
Edmonton to get 
emergency shelter. 
The program will pro- 
vide transportation to 
overnight shelter and 
coordinate emergency 
assistance. These services will be available 7 days a 
week between the hours of 1:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 


Boyle’s Big Blue Van will be out 4 p.m. to 10 p.m., 7 
days a week in different areas of the city. 


If you or someone you know has nowhere warm to sleep 
tonight and needs emergency help call: 


994-2795 


Funded by: Edmonton Housing Trust Fund 





Housing 101 


Another) 

equiem for 
(another) light- 
weight 


Allan Sheppard 


Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, 
and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. 
As a pensioner, he finds himself from time to time 
on the edge of poverty and homelessness. As a 
self-appointed community elder, he thinks and 
worries about the needs of children, youth, par- 
lents and others who face lives of poverty and 
inadequate education in the midst of unprecedent- 
ed wealth. 


Pity Paul Martin (if you must), but do not 
weep for him. 

Savour (if you are inclined), the ironies of 
a political career driven by bland ambition 
that seemed never grasp the heart and guts 
of power, but do not lose any sleep over it. 

Once again, I am writing my contribution 
to the Street News without knowing-the 
results of an event I cannot avoid discussing. 
The federal election will take have taken 
place on January 23, but my deadline is 
January 18. Not to worry; the final details 
may be in doubt, but the result for Paul 
Martin is predictable, if not quite inevitable. 

There can be only four possible outcomes 
to the election: a Liberal majority, a 
Conservative majority, a Liberal minority, or 
a Conservative minority. Only a Liberal 
majority will preserve Martin’s leadership of 
his party and the government. Yet of all the 
possible outcomes, that is surely the least 
likely. It will not happen. 

Nor should it happen. 

Of the three remaining possibilities, a 
Conservative minority seems the best bet, 
with long odds on a Conservative majority 
and even longer odds on a Liberal minority. 
But whatever the odds on each of these 
results, all of them mean the same thing: an 
end to Paul Martin’s political career. 

A Liberal minority might allow Martin to 
hang on for a while, but the Liberal party will 
not tolerate two minorities in a row; nor will 
the Jean Chrétien loyalists still in the ranks 
let Martin rest comfortably on his failures. It 
is also hard to imagine how Martin could 
fend off yet another round of sponsorship- 
scandal mongering when the second Gomery 
report comes out this month. 

(A Liberal minority would probably take 
Stephen Harper down as well, but that is 
another story for another time, if it happens.) 

A Conservative majority or minority will 
lead to Martin’s resignation, probably with- 
out even a modest interval to salve his pride. 

So, unless the Conservative campaign 
falls into a black hole (unlikely, though 
Stephen Harper seems to be trying, in the 
last gasps of his campaign to invite such dis- 
aster) Paul Martin is toast. 

It may be tempting to feel sorry for 
Martin. Perish the thought. 

Jean Chrétien left steaming piles of spon- 
sorship doo-doo in the closets of the prime 
ministerial mansion when Martin forced 
Chrétien off the premises and replaced him 
as Liberal leader and official resident of 24 
Sussex Drive. It is still an open question 
whether Martin knew or should have known 
about the misdeeds of the Quebec wing of 
the Liberal party before and after the 1995 
sovereignty referendum. I can give him the 
benefit of the doubt on that. What cannot 
overlook is his inability to deal with the fall- 
out. 

I’m not sure anyone, even Jean Chrétien 
himself, could have snatched victory from the 
jaws of ultimate defeat over the Liberal 
party’s multitude of gaffes and sins commit- 
ted during and after the referendum. In a 
just world, though, it would have been 
Chrétien who took the heat and had to dodge 
the sticky bits tossed at the Liberals day 
after day by the opposition, the media, and 
any Canadian not yet cynical beyond caring 
about politics. 

But politics, like life, is not always fair or 
just. And Paul Martin invited his own justice 
by adopting a scorched earth strategy to take 
control of his party and oust Chrétien. How 
hollow the victory must have seemed, and 





how malodorous the consequences, when 
details of the sponsorship scandal began to 
emerge, and emerge, and emerge... 

Paul Martin chose to push Jean Chrétien 
out of office. He chose to step into Chrétien’s 
shoes. Those shoes were, it turned out, 
imbedded in serious muck. Too bad. So be it. 
Martin got what he wanted. 

Be careful what you wish for, say the 
wise ones. You might get it. 

Looking back on events, I can think of 
only one way Paul Martin might have avoided 
his fate as successor to Jean Chrétien and 
risen above the scandals that lay before him. 
Had he shown some passion...had he shown 
some vision...had he shown some heart and 
more guts...had he charted a bold new 
course for Canada at home and in the 
world...had he shown some leadership— 
before the bad news hit the fan—he might 
have stood a chance. He didn’t and, there- 
fore, he couldn’t. He gave us more of the 
same: a little kinder, a little gentler; a little 
more compassion, a little less arrogance and 
abrasiveness, but nothing new in substance. 
Jean Chrétien with a smiley face. So when 
the auditor general let the sponsorship scan- 
dal out of its closet, Martin’s efforts to dis- 
tance himself from Chrétien and his ilk were 
futile. It could only be so. 

When he became prime minister, Martin 
had only one public quality that distin- 
guished him from his Liberal peers: his lust 
for the power and prestige of the office, 
which he pursued on his own behalf and as 
his father’s son. His main claim to credibility 
came not from demonstrated leadership but 
from his role as Prime Minster Chrétien’s 
finance minister and his success in taking 
the country smoothly from embarrassing 
deficits under Prime Minister Brian Mulroney 
to sometimes equally embarrassing surpluses 
that we still enjoy today. But as others have 
discovered in the corporate world, success as 
chief financial officer does not necessarily 
predict success as chief executive officer. 

Not should it have, in this case. 

Let’s recall some facts here: Paul Martin 
achieved his “success” as finance minister by 
backing the federal government out of or 
away from every important component of 
Canada’s social safety net. Health care, edu- 
cation, advanced education, anti-poverty, 
housing, unemployment insurance, job train- 
ing, support for immigrants and refugees: 
you name it, he cut it, often massively, 
always brutally. He cut in other areas, too— 
the military, foreign aid, foreign affairs, 
transportation, the environment—but cuts to 
social programs hit hardest and hurt most 
for those who could least compensate or 
complain. 

Martin’s strategy for these cuts was to 
download responsibility for social programs 
to the provinces. This enabled him to avoid 
much of the blame for the consequences of 
his policies and actions, but it also robbed 
him and his federal colleagues of any moral 
or fiscal authority to establish national stan- 
dards or, for instance, fend off privatization 
of health care. Providing 20 per cent or less 
of funding for programs delivered by the 
provinces does not give the federal govern- 
ment much high ground or leverage when 
confronting ideological cost-cutters like 
Ontario’s Mike Harris or our own Ralph 
Klein. 

And don’t forget the way the Chrétien 
Liberals, including Martin, campaigned 
against the Mulroney’s GST—only to renege 
on that plank in the platform in power. 

The issue for Paul Martin to live down 
was not, and is not, corruption. It was, and 
is, credibility. Trustworthiness. 

The Paul Martin who has, during the last 
two campaigns, presented himself as the last 
and best defender of what is left of our social 
programs is the same Paul Martin who deci- 
mated our social safety net in the first place. 

The Paul Martin who argued in the recent 
campaign that we should elect his Liberals 
and not Stephen Harper’s Conservatives 
because Harper will scrap recent agreements 
on child care, municipal transfers, and with 
Aboriginal Canadians is the same Paul 
Martin who did precisely the same kinds of 
things to programs for Canada’s poor and 
distressed when he was first in power. It is 
the same Paul Martin who before and during 
the recent campaign threw billions of dollars 
at almost every issue and concern facing the 


country— except poverty. Well, there was an 
extra $200 million in there somewhere for 
housing, wasn’t there? Too little. Too late. 
Too bad. 

And why would anyone take Martin’s 
promises seriously, anyway, given his record 
over the years? 

In fact, who in their right mind would 
take any of the promises we heard in the last 
campaign—whether from Martin, Harper— 
seriously? Politics these days is no longer the 
art of the possible, based on mutual trust. It 
has become the artifice of posturing, with 
trust an irrelevance: promise everything to 
everybody knowing that, once in office, you 
will only have to the few who have wealth 
and power—and the best lobbyists. Paul 
Martin has done as much as anyone in 
power today to lead us into the swamp of 
cynicism where we are currently floundering. 
In fact, more 

In the dying days of the recent campaign, 
Martin proclaimed that “the Conservative 
platform is out of sync with Canadian val- 
ues.” That’s true; it is. It is clearly out of 
sync with my values. But it is equally true 
that Liberal platform and promises are, on 
the record, irrelevant and out of sync with 
Canadian expectations and aspirations. 

Except for relationships with the United 
States and between same-sex couples, much 
of the harm Stephen Harper and the 
Conservatives might do has already been 
done: by Paul Martin and his Liberals. 

Bring on the devil we don’t know so well. 
He probably won’t do much for the poor and 
distressed. But at least, if he breaks his 
promises to them, he won’t surprise us, or 
disappoint us. 





PETER GOLDRING 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 









It’s time to put ideas into action 






| was first elected as a Member of Parliament al- 
most nine years ago. | am honoured that this elec- 
tion over 50 per cent of the voters in Edmonton 
East cast their ballot for my candidacy. 







Canadians have given Stephen Harper and the 
Conservative Party a minority government. Now it 
is time to move beyond mere criticism and begin 
putting our ideas into action. It is time to stop talk- 
ing about change and time to start initiating 
change. 









Stephen Harper delivered a tour de force of a po- 
litical campaign. He focussed on policy and ex- 
plained why a Conservative Government would be 
different from the last 13 years of Chretien and 
Martin. 


This election was a triumph of policy over fear- 
mongering; a victory of vision over attack ads; the 
conquest of practical plans over empty rhetoric. 
There is so much to cheer for in the Conservative 
Party platform. | am looking forward to lowering the 
GST, enhancing Canada’s military and raising the 
age of consent. | am pleased that Stephen Harper 
will allow a truly free vote in the House of Com- 
mons on the definition of marriage. 


















| am enthused that Canadians from coast to 
coast shared Stephen Harper's vision for Canada, 
just as | am grateful that a majority in Edmonton 
East shared my commitment to criminal justice, vet- 
erans, the homeless and traditional family values. 








There is much work to be done. It is time to roll 
up our sleeves and get into action. We have been 
given a great opportunity to make a difference in 
the history of this great nation. We must not fail to 
meet the challenges ahead. 








We are ready to govern: We welcome your 
advice. Please call us. 
SL A A A NRE EE ET rn oA A Sk Se RS a 


495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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Poetry From the 
Unknown 


Edmonton Street News is sponsoring a 
poetry contest. 

Poetry has the power to reach out and 
touch others, the power to heal, and the 
power to inspire. Winning poets will receive 
their prizes and read their poetry at a poet- 
ry night to be held in May. To encourage 
street poets and other poets, the winning 
poetry as well as some of the other submis- 
sions to the poetry contest will later be 
printed in a poetry book in June, to be sold 
on the street by Edmonton Street News ven- 
dors. 


To make this possible we need: 

1.Sponsors to donate a $50 cash prize 
for a category of their choice. They will also 
judge the poetry in that category. 

2. Sponsors to donate smaller prizes to 
be given to the poets who are not selected 
as winning poets in recognition of their par- 
ticipation. 

3.Donations to help pay for the cost of 
printing the poetry books. 

4.Volunteers to work on a committee to 
organize the poetry night where the winning 
poets read their poetry and receive their 





Cows Ilike cardboard, monkeys just have to get into everything, and you really don’t want to know what pigs eat. 


Can’t find Edmonton Street News 


on the street? 


Get a years subscription for $30. 
Send your cheque or money order to: 
Linda Dumont 
Edmonton Street News 
9312-109 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Tons C5 
[ ] Yes, Please send me Edmonton Street News. 


Name 
Address 
City 

Postal Code 
Telephone 


Province 


email 





Hidden Treasure 
by Timothy Gardner 


Looked like a field of burned stones, to this burned stone, 
Smelled like dirty stones, was it them or could it be me? 
Surely not me? 


Kept my distance at first, eventuall bumped into one, what is that? 
Something shiny underneath, look closer, “What are you looking at?” 
Surely not me? 


“Nothing. Why are you looking at me?” | thought | saw something, 
There it is again, something else, a reflection in the reflection? 
Surely not me? 


Never expected that, I can see something in you but more than that; | can see that 
you see something also. 
Surely not me? 


| never liked the way | saw myself, but | like what you think you see, 
Could it be? That if | bes my life away that ! will find it? 
urely not me? 


| like this, “Who else can | bump into? Surely not you?” 


prizes. 

5.Articles to be sold at a silent auction on 
the poetry night. 

6.Volunteers to help on the poetry night. 

7.Volunteers who can bring snacks for 
the poetry night. 


Call Linda at Edmonton Street News at 
428-0805, email 
edmontonstreetnews@shaw.ca or write to 
Edmonton Street News, 9312-109 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta, TSH 1C5. 


Dumpster 
Divers 
International 


India doesn’t really have a lot 
of dumpsters, but the few 
there are, are very popular 

with some unusual folk. 





